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Basin Federal Working Group or its mem-
bers are encouraged to seek input from 
stakeholders, including members of the 
farming and fishing communities; residents 
of the Basin; representatives of conserva-
tion, environmental, and water use organi-
zations, and existing coordinating entities; 
the States of Oregon and California; local 
governments; and representatives of Klam-
ath River Basin Tribal governments. 

3. Funding. The Department of the Inte-
rior shall, to the extent permitted by law 
and consistent with the need for funding 
as determined by the Secretary of the Inte-
rior, make funds appropriated to the De-

partment of the Interior available to sup-
port the administrative costs of the Klamath 
River Basin Federal Working Group. 

4. Authority. Advice is requested from 
the Klamath River Basin Federal Working 
Group pursuant to the Opinions Clause of 
Article II, Section 2 of the Constitution 
and other applicable constitutional authori-
ties of the President. 

5. Termination. The Klamath River Basin 
Federal Working Group shall terminate 18 
months from the date of this memorandum, 
or at my direction, whichever occurs ear-
lier. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The President’s Radio Address 
March 2, 2002 

Good morning. This coming week I will 
be highlighting measures to help America’s 
public schools carry out the education re-
forms we enacted in Washington earlier 
this year. Our education reforms require 
accountability and results and give schools 
greater resources to achieve them. 

Parents will have more information about 
the performance of their local schools and 
more say in how their children are edu-
cated. The No Child Left Behind Act is 
historic, ushering in a new era of account-
ability and education, but a lot of hard 
work is still ahead. 

The effectiveness of all education reform 
eventually comes down to a good teacher 
in a classroom. And America’s teachers are 
eager to put higher standards into action, 
and we must give them the tools to suc-
ceed. My administration has set a great goal 
for our public schools, a quality teacher 
in every classroom. 

We can achieve this in two ways, by at-
tracting capable men and women into the 
teaching profession, and providing teachers 
the training and support they deserve. Over 
the next decade, America will need more 

than 2 million new teachers. The budget 
I have signed into law for 2002 includes 
nearly $3 billion for teacher training, re-
cruiting, and hiring, an increase of more 
than 35 percent over the last year’s budget. 

We proposed to expand programs that 
recruit new math, science, and special edu-
cation teachers by forgiving part of their 
college loans in exchange for a commitment 
to teach in poor neighborhoods for at least 
5 years. We should open up the teaching 
profession, allowing people who have 
achieved in other fields, including veterans 
and parents with grown children, to share 
their learning and experience. And we must 
upgrade the teaching colleges, where many 
teachers receive their training, the topic of 
a conference that will be hosted by our 
First Lady on Tuesday. 

Today, only 36 percent of teachers, 
themselves, say they feel very well prepared 
for their jobs, so we’ll focus on teacher 
training efforts where the need is greatest, 
in early childhood education, special edu-
cation, math, science, and reading instruc-
tion. Through my administration’s Reading 
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First program, we are placing a new em-
phasis on the most basic of skills, and many 
of our teachers will need training in the 
best and proven methods of reading in-
struction. 

Because learning only takes place in an 
atmosphere of order, we want our teachers 
to be in control of their classrooms. So 
we’re protecting teachers from the threat 
of frivolous lawsuits that often result from 
enforcing reasonable discipline. Because 
committed teachers often buy school sup-
plies for their students out of their own 
pockets, the budget I have proposed in-
cludes a tax deduction to cover some of 
those costs. And because I strongly believe 
in local control of education, I’ll implement 
new flexibility for school districts. They’ll 
be able to use Federal funds where the 
local need is greatest, to reduce class sizes 
or improve teacher training or to increase 
teacher pay. 

In our new era of education reform we’re 
asking a lot of our teachers, and we owe 
them something in return. We must treat 
them as the professionals they are. We 
must give them our respect and support. 
Teachers are among the most important 
people in our children’s lives, and a good 
teacher can literally make a lifelong dif-
ference. I have confidence in the education 
reforms we enacted because I have con-
fidence in the teachers who will carry them 
out. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 10:00 
a.m. on February 28 in the Cabinet Room 
at the White House for broadcast at 10:06 
a.m. on March 2. The transcript was made 
available by the Office of the Press Secretary 
on March 1 but was embargoed for release 
until the broadcast. The Office of the Press 
Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of this address. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With Educators and an Exchange With 
Reporters in Eden Prairie, Minnesota 
March 4, 2002 

The President. We had a really good dis-
cussion about education, the importance of 
public education in America. The better 
our public schools are, the better the qual-
ity of life for all our citizens. I also had 
a chance to listen to Minnesota teachers, 
people who have dedicated their lives to 
making our communities better by teaching 
children how to read and write and add 
and subtract but also teaching children how 
to behave and how to learn through exam-
ple. I cannot thank the teachers enough. 

I hope that, through my words and 
deeds, I’m able to convince people to be-
come a teacher, because it’s such a noble 
profession, and it’s such an important pro-
fession for America and our future. I abso-
lutely believe there are—that this country 

can achieve anything we want. That in-
cludes making sure every child can read 
and every child has got a hopeful future 
because he or she has gotten a great public 
school education. 

So I want to thank you all very much. 
I’m really looking forward to speaking to 
your school. Thanks for the hospitality, and 
thank you all very much for serving our 
country by being a—by being such good 
teachers. 

Let me answer a few questions, then, 
of course—— 

Al Qaida/Operation Anaconda 
Q. Mr. President, will you need to in-

crease the U.S. troop presence in Afghani-
stan or delay an expansion of the war on 
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